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et al.: The Law School

THE SOUTH CAROLINA
LAW QUARTERLY
EDITORIAL SECTION
LAW SCHOOL
Classes for the spring semester began in the new Law School
building on January 4, 1950. Two hundred and fifteen students
registered for the Spring semester.
In the new building the students found large, well lighted class
rooms, equipped with the latest type desks. The practice court room
is a realistic copy of a modern court, complete with bench, jury box,
witness stand, and judge's chamber. The library which occupies the
whole third floor, offers ample facilities for study and research. Of
particular interest to students who type and who like to discuss a
"point" are the cubicles on the mezzanine of the library, where one
may talk or type without disturbing others. Individual offices, connected by an intercommunication system are provided for the members of the faculty. Lounges are provided for the faculty and students; and seminar rooms furnish a place for meetings of the various
committees and the fraternities. The assembly room, a long awaited
addition, seats over three hundred persons.
Open house was held for the faculty and students of the University
on February 10, and an open house for the General Assembly on
February 22. Many persons visited the new building and were impressed by its size and modernity.
Formal dedication exercises for the new building has been set for
April 14 and 15.. Governor J. Strom Thurmond, ex officio Chairman
of the Board of Trustees, will make the formal dedication. The exercises will start with open house at 9:30 A. M. and will be climaxed
by the formal dedication ceremony on Gibbs Green. Speakers at
the exercises will be Senior Associate Justice E. L. Fishburne, of the
South Carolina Supreme Court, and Chief Justice Arthur J.Vanderbilt, of the New Jersey Supreme Court.
Mr. Christie Benet, former U. S. Senator and one of South Carolina's foremost attorneys, spoke to the Law Federation at one of its
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regular meetings. He spoke on the importance of remembering and
advancing the ideas and principles embodied in our "Bill of Rights".
The result of a failure to follow such a course would be a further
step toward the destruction of our way of life. Mr. Benet pointed
out that for each right created by our constitution there is a corresponding duty. The true American recognizes his duties as well as
he cherishes his rights. The speaker told the assembled students
that it was their generation which has the duty to instill in the minds
of others, the fact that the continuation of these rights and their corresponding duties is as important as was the fight waged by our forefathers to attain them, in the first instance. The talk was inspiring,
thought provoking, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all in attendance.
A renewed interest in legal fraternities has been manifested by
the students at the Law School. Calhoun Inn, of Phi Delta Phi, was
reactivated at the beginning of the Fall semester. At present there
are 28 members of this local Inn and plans are being made to increase
this number in the near future. Present officers are Pat Perrin,
Magister; Ralph Bailey, Jr., Exchecquer; Scotty Norris, Clerk; Lanville Mengedoht, Historian.
Realizing the need for a second fraternity, a group of students
petitioned another leading legal fraternity for a charter. This petition was acted on favorably and the Charles Cotesworth Pinckney
Chapter of Phi Alpha Delta was formed. The officers of Phi Alpha
Delta are Sam Baker, Jr., Justice; D. Mac Winter, Vice-Justice;
Harold I. Lindsey, Clerk; Harry Cline, Treasurer and Marvin B.
Poston, Marshall. This chapter now has 19 active members.
Both fraternities are primarily service fraternities. Their aim is
to promote higher standards of professional ethics and culture in the
Law School, and in the profession at large.
A meeting of the South Carolina Bar Association will be held in
Spartanburg on Thursday and Friday, March 30-31. Headquarters
vill be the Cleveland Hotel. The principal speaker for the meeting
will be U. S. Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter.
On March 24 and 25 the Southern Law Review Conference will
be held at the University of South Carolina Law School. At this
meeting will be approximately 100 delegates from 20 periodicals
throughout the South. Karl N. Llewellyn Betts, Professor of Jurisprudence at Columbia University, and President of Association of
American Law Schools, has been invited to speak.
From the findings of a committee of students here at the Law
School, who made an extensive survey, a pamphlet has been printed
setting out suggested pre-legal studies. Copies of the proposed cur-
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riculum which was submitted to lawyers, judges, and educators for
criticism, may be obtained by writing the Dean of Law School, University of South Carolina.
The Law Federation, continuing its work as the organized student
body of the Law School, elected the following officers for the Spring
semester: Mortimer Fenton Smith of Orangeburg, President; Warren Justice of Spartanburg, Vice-President; J. Kenneth Rentiers of
Charleston, Secretary-Treasurer; William Goudelock of Columbia,
Sergeant-at-Arms.
The following are this semester's committee
chairmen:
Program Committee .................................... Robert Schumpert
Library Committee ................................ A. Arthur Rosenblum
Publications Committee .............................. Marshall T. Mays
Social Committee .................................... Thomas P. Simpson
Professional Integration Committee ............ Ralph Bailey, Jr.
Publicity Committee ........................ (Chairman to be elected)
Building Committee ... ............
Pete Partee
The members of the Honor Council are the President of the Law
Federation, Mortimer Fenton Smith, ex officio; Ralph Bailey, Jr., Lamar Christian, Marvin B. Poston, Fred Strickland, Bill Seals, Bill
Hutchinson and Barney Dusenbery.
MARVIN B. POSTON.

LEGAL AID AND THE PRIVATE LAWYER
With some forty cities throughout the country operating organized Legal Aid Societies, it is possible to take a broad look at how
Legal Aid affects the individual private lawyer and law firm. We
are able to report that the picture is a favorable one, and that wherever
Legal Aid is set up properly and has had a chance to prove itself,
lawyers are enthusiastic about the service it renders the public and
the profession.
It may seem curious that a Legal Aid organization actually helps
the private lawyer, but that is the overwhelming consensus.
GooDwiLL, voR LAWYERS

One of the major reports from the country is that the establishment of organized legal aid creates goodwill for the entire legal profession, because it is the lawyers in a community who sponsor, operate, and guide the Legal Aid office. They give their financial sup-
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port, too, but in most communities it is the general public that raises
the necessary funds through Community Chest.
The very fact that community leaders in the fields of politics,
business and welfare turn to members of the Bar for guidance on
the formation and direction of Legal Aid is in itself the best kind
of public relations. Through the board of directors of the Legal
Aid Society, on which lawyers are always represented, this becomes
a continuing relationship.
The press naturally reports certain news items about Legal Aid,
and in this way the general public is kept informed as to the contribution of the lawyers to Legal Aid. This is particularly desirable,
as lawyers have so few opportunities for legitimate favorable publicity, not only because of their professional status, but also because
of the confidential nature of much of their activities.

Nw BusINess FoR LAWYERS
Another major reaction received from lawyers in cities with legal
aid organizations is that instead of being new competition for private
lawyers, Legal Aid actually tends to bring new clients to them. This
seeming contradiction is explained by the basic fact that a great stratum of society, the lower income group, has a curious dread of lawyers, and tends to avoid seeking counsel even when it is needed. This
basic misunderstanding leads many people, not necessarily those without funds, to seek advice from the corner grocer or saloon keeper,
from dear old Aunt Minnie, who served on a jury in 1927 and ever
since has been an "expert" on the law, from the Notary Public and
others who do more harm than good with their lay advice.
When a Legal Aid office is in operation and properly publicized,
this great segment of society gradually learns that lawyers are able
to help people when they are in trouble, and even more important,
that they can help keep a man out of trouble. They learn that lawyers
are people, that many problems can be settled out of court, that fees
are not necessarily sky high and the word goes around, family to
family, neighbor to neighbor.
Thus Legal Aid produces, as a sort of by-product, a new understanding of what a lawyer is and does. But this is not all. Many
applicants who come to the Legal Aid office are found to be able to
afford a private lawyer, and of course these are refused assistance.
Practices vary, but in many communities these applicants are referred to private lawyers from a list supplied by the local Bar Association, a strict rotation schedule being followed.
Besides those who can afford to pay a reasonable fee, some appli-
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cants have claims which a private lawyer would be willing to handle
on a contingent fee basis. These also are referred to private practice. It is surprising how many citizens are totally unaware that
lawyers will accept money claims and await the outcome for their
fee. Frequently, too, wives do not appreciate that in proper cir•cumstances their husbands may be required to pay the wife's lawyer
in matrimonial cases.
SAVES TIME AND MONZY

The establishment of Legal Aid takes a great load -from those
members of the profession who give so generously of their time in
helping people who cannot afford to pay a fee. Such lawyers, and
their number is far greater than is generally realized, contribute not
only the time and cost of actual work done on such cases, but the
hidden overhead costs as well. Even where they may wish to continue such service, perhaps in cooperation with the Legal Aid organization, it is possible to eliminate the screening process, and the timeconsuming checking of -applicants. The Legal Aid office also eliminates the embarrassing need to refuse private help, as sometimes
must be done.
TRAINING VOR YOUNG LAWYSRS

Another advantage reported by some Legal Aid cities is that the
organization is an excellent training ground for young lawyers, both
those who are employed in the Legal Aid office and those who may
be called upon to represent a Legal Aid client in court, on a voluntary
basis. In this way younger men are trained for more responsible positions in private practice. Many Legal Aid organizations are able to
give clerical experience to law students.
BLocKs ATTEMPTS AT SOCIALIzATION
One of the greatest long-term values of properly organized Legal
Aid is that it establishes a strong case against socialization. First,
it eliminates the legitimate resentment of the man who needed a
lawyer and couldn't afford to have one. Second, Legal Aid in a
city is proof, living proof, that there really is equality before the
law for everyone, regardless of financial status, color, creed, or any
other factor.
Chief Justice Vinson has recently said that Legal Aid "should be
extended to every part of this country to protect the rights of those
who cannot protect themselves". If you are interested in having more
iiformation about Legal Aid, or would like to advance this profes-
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sional cause in your community, the Standing Committee on Legal
Aid Work of the American Bar Association would be happy to supply
you with further literature on this interesting and important subject.
Letters addressed to Arthur E. Schoepfer, Executive Director, 16A
Ashburton Place, Boston 8, Massachusetts, or to the Chairman, at
14 Wall Street, New York 5, N. Y., will receive prompt attention.
We invite your interest and support, and would be happy to help
formulate a plan that will fit the needs of your community.
The challenge is a simple one. It exists wherever a single person
can truthfully say that he could not afford a lawyer when he needed
one and had to go without. Nationwide studies have demonstrated
that in the course of a single year more than seven persons in every
thousand, require, and are entitled to receive, free legal assistance.
ORISON S.

MARDXN.*

oChairman, Standing Committee on Legal Aid Work, American Bar Association.
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